
Reminder:  

Do not look at the eclipse 

unless you are wearing 

eyewear with a special 

solar filter that meets the 

requirements of ISO 

12312-2. 

On Monday, August 21st, a solar eclipse will occur which will be viewable all 
across the contiguous United States, weather permitting. A partial eclipse will 
be viewable in every state, while a total eclipse will occur along a 70-mile-wide 
swath across 14 states in primarily the midsection of the country. The eclipse 
will first be viewable in the continental United States at Newport, Oregon, at 
8:46 am (pacific time). The sun will be in partial eclipse for approximately an 
hour, followed by a total eclipse which will last approximately three (3) minutes,      
followed by another hour of partial eclipse as the moon continues its path 
across the front of the Sun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It should be common sense not to stare directly at the sun with your naked 
eyes at any time because of the risk to damaging your vision. Looking at the 
sun directly during the eclipse is extremely hazardous and will cause immediate 
harm to your eyes. 

Normal sunglasses do not provide the protection needed to look at the 
eclipse, whether you are attempting to view a partial or total eclipse. 

Glasses that are equipped with special solar filters (also sometimes referred to 
as eclipse glasses) must be worn if you plan to view the eclipse. Cameras,    
telescopes, and binoculars must also be equipped with a solar filter before you 
can safely use them to view the eclipse. 

Beware of fake viewing items being sold. There actually is an International 
Standard ISO 12312-2 which developed the criteria to which manufacturers 
should test the glasses before being marketed for this purpose. Authentic solar 
eclipse viewing glasses or solar filters for cameras, telescopes, or binoculars 
should have paperwork to verify that they have met that standard. 
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Reminder:  

 

It might look harmless, 

but it can be extremely          

hazardous to unprotected 

eyes. 

An eclipse is a rare and striking phenomenon. This is the first eclipse visible in 
the United States since 1979. 

Those of us that will be working outside that day should review any critical 
tasks we may be performing during the time of the eclipse in our area. Make 
sure the potential for impact is discussed when we conduct our JTSA prior to 
the start of our job. We will have periods of intense light followed by short      
periods of varying degrees of darkness with total darkness for a period of 2-3 
minutes. 

Make sure that you sit down and talk about the potential hazards with your   
children and/or grandchildren. If they are outside at the time of the eclipse, their 
natural tendency will be to look up into the sky to see what is occurring. It could 
only take an instant to cause permanent harm to their vision. Take time to      
purchase eyewear with the proper solar filter or keep them inside during this 
short period of time. 

A good source of information on the eclipse, along with the schedule for the 
times the eclipse will be viewable in your area, is available at www.nasa.gov. 
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